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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment received on June 16, 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-32 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 04 December 0200 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

L An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1,312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1.1 Abstract: 

The abstract of the disclosure has been changed to the following: 
—The present invention relates to computer viruses and more particularly to a method and 
system for caching anti-virus file certificates. Each anti-virus certificate associated with a file 
comprises a file signature. The file signature is generated by a virus-free certificate authority, 
which avoids the system, which receives the file to check this file for all existing viruses. The 
virus-fi'ee certificate authority validates the file against all known viruses, using one or several 
anti-virus checkers. In case of new viruses, only the virus-fi'ee certificate authority is changed 
and the only process performed by the system receiving the file is to verify the file against the 
file signature included in the virus-fi-ee certificate, and to filter the file according predetermined 
rules. The present invention drastically simplifies the computing resources for detecting viruses 
on network devices such as IP Routers and Firewalls, — 

1.2 Dramngs: 

The figures on pages 2-7, 9 and 10-1 1 of the Drawings have been labeled FIG. 2 - FIG. 
7, FIG. 9, and FIG. 10a and FIG. 10b, respectively. In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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1.3 Claims; 



In claim 1, in line 9, —and— has been inserted after 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel L. Moise whose telephone number is (571)272-3865. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-W (9:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on (571)272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Emmanuel L. Moise 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2136 



